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 There are big taped “X”s, 8 feet apart, on the gym floor where I work 
out. I stand between them.  Hey Acme, I watched too many Road Runner 
cartoons to fall for that one.  Consequently, I am afraid that the measurement 
police will come up to me and stand twelve inches away from my face to  
explain where I should stand.  You have no idea how much social distance is 
in that twelve inches of vitriol.  Fortunately, I have a mask on so the        
Distance Deputy can’t see I’m sticking my tongue out at him. Control. 
 

 The term, ‘social distancing,’ is like fingernails on a blackboard.  
Distance normally is not a category of relational social health. Social Control 
is. Social distancing describes anti-social character disorders.   
     

Distance is a category of space.  You need to maintain space to slow 
the spread of plague-type diseases.  You can have a quiet and intimate con-
versation with someone 10 feet away from you, no social distance at all in 
that example.  On the other hand, I have sat shoulder to shoulder, touching, 
with someone absorbed in a game on their telecommunications device.          
I spoke, and they didn’t even hear me, because they were in a different uni-
verse.  This is an example of ultimate social distancing with uncomfortable 
spatial propinquity. 

 

 The better and more appropriate term is ‘spatial distancing,’ or may-
be ‘physical distancing.’  Social distancing can include isolation, particularly 
in those who are deemed to be the most vulnerable to diseases.  The papers 
that have been written on social isolation are clear concerning its dangers. 
Disease, depression and death are high on the list.  

 

BERGY’S BABBLE:  “… CONTROL ...” 

… /// ... 
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 Social distancing is also an unintended consequence of mask wear-
ing.  The lady at Costco, who I almost ran into with my cart, kept pointing at 
her mask and saying, “I’m smiling, I’m smiling.” I was too.  It is interesting 
that we have to tell each other what our face is doing, because such a vital 
part of our communication and bonding process has been masked and elimi-
nated.  Control.  Misunderstandings abound. 
 

 Paraphrasing Genesis 3:7….. “Then the eyes of all were opened and 
they knew that they were exposed; and they sewed paper together and made 
themselves masks.” A northbound mask covers a lot more than a south-
bound fig leaf.  Don’t get me wrong.  I think it is important for people to 
wear masks.  Just remember, you are doing it mostly to keep your aeroso-
lized droplets from harming someone else.  The actual protection from a  
virus that most masks offer is roughly equivalent to putting up a chain link 
fence to keep the mosquitos out.   
 

 Nevertheless, the mask is a good idea.  Most robust sneezes carry at 

least 100,000 germs at 100 miles an hour.  Your mask protects you from a 
whole lot more than CoVid19; flu, strep, common cold, pneumonia and a 
variety of other delightful infections that may have a higher morbidity rate 

than the disease du jour.  Your mask protects also from dust, pollen and 
dangerous particulate pollutions. For this, more than anything else, a mask is 
an important accoutrement.  Especially if you live near a freeway or railroad 

tracks. People’s clothing sheds millions of micro-organisms per hour.  When 
you get home from shopping with your mask on, change clothes and wash 
your shopping outfit.  While you are at it, lower the lid when you flush. 

Your toothbrush is way too close to the flushing aerosolization; a provoca-
tive combination of Crest Whitener and e. coli.  
   

 Meanwhile, I’ve heard people say, “Man, I’ll be glad when this is 
over and I won’t have to wash my hands all the time!”  I believe that there is 

an inherent confession in that statement that indicates that prior to CoVid, 
handwashing wasn’t a priority in their lives.  I am sure that if you say some-
thing like that to me, you will be relieved to know that you won’t ever have 

to worry about cooking anything for me.  Just not hungry.  As the great  
Reverend Billy C. Wirtz once said, “If you hear a sneeze in the kitchen,  
cancel that order for nachos!”    

  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “… Control ...” 

… /// ... 
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 Meanwhile, CoVid has become a very useful disease.  Nothing  
controls people like fear and confusion.  On a slow news day, you will be 
treated to a dose of “you might die of some dread disease,” just to keep you 
on your toes.  Control.   WHO, the CDC, medical experts, and virologists all 
agree………………………on not too much at all.  
 

 Every day the symptoms change, the transmission methods and rates 
change, the target population changes, and the measurements of the progress 
of the disease change according to health care incentives and political time-
tables. Control.        
 

 Bill Engvall reported that his Grandma died at age 104.  A sympa-
thetic friend asked, “What did she die of?” He said, “She was 104!  She 
wrecked her Harley on the way home from Sturgis. The emergency room 
said cause of death was CoVid.”  Here’s your sign.      

 

 So panicky people change major financial, economic, educational 
and social realities to fit the latest daily fictions.  Actually the only ones who 
really know what is going on are the ultracrepidarian news anchors who are 
experts on everything and smarter than anybody.  They know more about 
medicine than doctors, these great epidemiologist statisticians who are  
experts on education and the economy.  They’ll even tell you who to love 
and who to hate.  Control.  
 

 This is a serious disease.  (CoVid or News?) We will probably have 
it with us for a long time, just like flu and the common cold.  We and it, are 
going to have to adapt together over time and it will seem to happen faster if 
we give less credence to all the social drama that we are now experiencing.   
The confusion surrounding this, brings into suspicion those who are truly 
trying to figure it out with no prejudice against or bias toward any political 
view.  It is a medical problem and a challenge which may lead medically to 
better treatment of many diseases.  It is not a sociological opportunity to 
apply the Cloward-Piven strategies for world domination.  Sadly, the     
doctors might just lose this battle for world health because they are too busy 
working to save lives.  Control. 
 

 At least some of the networks are honest enough to say that they are 
airing “Pop” news.  Kinda like news for the bubble-gum crowd.   

  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “… Control ...” 
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“We have to break into this scintillating cooking show featuring once re-
spected anchors oohing and ahhhhing and mmmmmming over a morsel 
while drooling on the dais, to bring you this mind-numbingly,  exciting,     
in-the-zone presentation by Whiggy Larson of all the cheap bleep you can 
buy, today only, for half price.”  (Standard film direction indicates that one 
shouldn’t eat on camera.  It is gross.)  And this whole time I was watching 
the news, hoping to get some reliable information about how to avoid be-
coming a victim of a pandemic or a riot. 
 

 This year on August 10th, there was a lot going on in the world:   
The pandemic of China Flu, the riots in major cities across the nation, the 
fall elections and the Vice Presidential pick, the mail-in ballot controversy, 
the Epstein/Maxwell and prominent political associates child rape ring,    
and ‘nobody-even-cares-about-Benghazi-anymore’, the pictures of Uighur   
Muslim slaves kneeling blind-folded in train yards being readied to load  
onto cattle cars for transport to work/death/re-education camps to make 
sports apparel and athletic equipment for major corporations who say ‘yada, 
yada, yada,’ the pronouncement from Russia that henceforth any Intermedi-
ate Range Ballistic Missiles perceived to be heading in their direction will 
be responded to as if they were armed nuclear weapons; (sounds like a    
declaration of war to me)  in all, exciting issues.  Missing were the usual 
excoriations about gun control and the 2nd Amendment.  Apparently when 
protestors started carrying AR-15s to the demonstrations, the news stopped 
calling them “automatics,’ “assault rifles,” and “weapons of war.”  Now 
they are just the ticket for a peaceful demonstration; a virtue signaling prop 
for the woke in identity politics.  It is a good time to invest in the book by 
Thomas Carlyle, The French Revolution.  Preternaturally prophetic.  Recent 
rioters were carrying miniature guillotines around. 
 

 Meanwhile in the middle of all of this information/mayhem, the 
Breaking News from the 4th Estate, 5th Column was Dateline:  The Bachelor 
from maybe 10 seasons back.  See how emotional he was.  How he suffered.  
Wow!!  See how he survived grueling and excruciating interpersonal agony.  
What a brave hero!!!!  My goodness, if he just had a little time to kick a ball 
into a two-car garage, he could be a savior, too.   

… /// ... 

  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “… Control ...” 
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 Cancel culture is too late.  It has already been cancelled.  It is not 
just the secular leaders, but also the religious leaders that say to their Chris-
tian congregations, “Don’t gather, don’t worship, don’t commune.  Do the 
Great Pivot and talk to each other over the record player.” Or you can tap 
out worship in Morse Code on the bars of your cell.  Control. 
 

 George Washington in his farewell address said that religion and 
morality are indispensable props of the Constitution.  Without them the 
groundwork of the republic trembles. One of the most vital tasks for our 
time is reviewing scripture and renewing moral authority.  
  

 Also, it’s a good idea to wash your hands all of the time.  Wear that 
mask, and change it often. And be sure to keep your spatial distance aware-
ness working.  Control the variables that you can. 
 

 K. Rogers said that a mask and gloves were sufficient to shop for 
groceries there.  They lied.  Everybody else had clothes on. 
 
 See you in worship…………………………………… BERGY 

  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “… Control ...” 

 

COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 
 

Tuesday, September 22, 2020 at 12:00 noon in the Annex. 
 

Church Council 
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MINUTES FOR COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 

JULY 28, 2020 
 

The July 2020 Church Council meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Wendy Lambeth on Wednesday, June 28, 2020, at 12:04 p.m.  
Pastor Berggren opened the meeting with a prayer.   
 
In attendance were:  Pastor Jim Berggren, Wendy Lambeth, Nancy 
Beamesderfer, Linda Cuzzort, Ricki Finstad, Julie Kilkenny, Hazeley 
Ruthstrom-Cole, Kay Vaccaro and Sharon Wagner.  John Cooper and 
Karen Davidson were not in attendance.   
 
The minutes from the June Council Meeting were submitted by Julie 
Kilkenny and were unanimously approved by Council.  They will be 
submitted for publication in Crossties and on the website.  
 
The Treasurer’s report was presented by Ricki Finstad.  Treasurer 
Finstad reported that June offerings were $19,477, which was an 
increase of $630 over May. Year-to-date 2020 offerings were 
$136,832, which is $32,554 less than year-to-date 2019 offerings.  
Expenses for June were $26,504, a decrease of $3,917 from May.  
Year-to-date 6/30/20 expenses were $29,799 more than offerings 
taken in.  The checking account balance at 6/30/20 was $207,597, not 
including restricted funds. The Endowment Committee has $973 
interest available for disbursement.  Mr. Finstad noted the discourag-
ing trend that offerings are not keeping up with expenses, despite 
significant cost cutting efforts.  He also noted that the annual insur-
ance bill comes due in July.  The Treasurer’s report was unanimously 
approved as presented. 

… /// ... 
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Pastoral Staff Reports: 
 
Pastor Berggren gave a brief update on his activities for the month.  
He wanted to try using separate wine and bread plastic “salad dress-
ing” containers for communion, as some parishioners were having 
trouble opening the all-in-one grape juice/wafer cups.  He reported 
that onsite worship services were going well, with an average of     
26-40 attendees per week.  Pastor Berggren remarked that he feels 
good after his medical procedure, and he looks forward to starting 
physical therapy.  He noted that Verlene Furley died on July 22 nd; 
her burial service will be on July 29 th.   
 
Old Business and Committee Reports: 
 
WELCA:  Kay Vaccaro gave an update from the June 11th, board meeting.  
The Rummage Sale is tentatively set for October 9th and 10th; special con-
siderations for a safe and healthy environment for workers and customers 
are being discussed.  The WELCA Yearbook is being updated and will 
hopefully be ready in September.  The General Meeting is tentatively sched-
uled for September 5th.   
 
The Craft show has been tentatively scheduled for September 26th.   The 
Board is working to update the WELCA Constitution and By-laws to adhere 
to the 2016 model for the national organization. 
 
Buildings and Grounds:  President Lambeth reported that Chairperson 

Warren Schick resigned his position on this committee.  In light of the broad 

scope of this committee, Council discussed ways to divide tasks and involve 

more parishioners in limited ways, such as coordinating a particular task or 

meeting contractors, etc.  Mr. Finstad advised looking for ways to cut costs 

for the church lawn care.  Ms. Kilkenny asked that discussions with any 

lawncare contractors should stress the importance of the church property 

being freshly mown for worship services.  … /// ... 

  

   …///… Council Minutes — July 28, 2020 
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Telge property update:  President Lambeth reported that there has 
been some serious interest in Lot 2.  Several Council members ques-
tioned why Lot 1 was taken off the market, as the congregation voted 
at the December 2018 Congregational Meeting “to approve the sale 
of the portion of the Telge property from the rear parking lot and 
storage building westward to Glourie Drive (approximately 1.5 
acres),” by a vote of 65 in favor and 10 against.  A motion was made, 
seconded and passed by acclamation that Council strongly recom-
mends that Lot 1 be put back on the market, in accordance with the 
aforementioned congregational vote.   
 
Job Openings: Council discussed the ongoing search for a new    
Organist and a part-time Youth & Family Director. Pastor              
Berggren knew of a substitute organist who had a change in employ-
ment and might be interested in at least an interim position; at       
Council’s request he will pursue this and report back.   
 
Financial Review Committee:  Council discussed the need for regu-
lar reporting from this committee to be made available for discussion 
at Council meetings.  A motion was made, seconded and approved by 
Council that the Financial Review Committee supply regular reports 
regarding the Telge funds to be included in the Treasurer ’s report for 
Council meetings.   
 
Computer upgrades:  Ms. Lambeth and Mr. Finstad met with two 
consulting firms on ways to upgrade Holy Cross’s computer hard-
ware and software.  They are evaluating bids and will choose how to 
effectively bring the church up to date in this area.   
 
Social Media:  Ms. Lambeth reported positive feedback from parish-
ioners on the YouTube account.  She noted that it would be possible 
to add a donations link to this and other social media accounts.  

  

   …///… Council Minutes — July 28, 2020 



9 

 

 

Angel Fund:  Council approved an expenditure from this fund for a 
member in need. 
 

Parking Lot:  Ms. Kilkenny reported that the project to refurbish the 
parking lot is progressing and that, weather permitting, construction 
should begin in early August.  The work, which should take no more 
than 2 weeks, will be divided into 2 phases to minimize disruption of 
church and Pantry activities.  
    
New Business: 
 
Lighting Assessment:  Council considered the $9,800 bid for updat-
ing the light fixtures in the sanctuary to LED technology.  This bid 
included approximately $4,000 for bulbs and fixtures, $4,300 for  
labor, and $1,500 for equipment rental.  Members requested getting a 
2nd bid for this expenditure.  
 

Other reporting:  Several Council members brought up the need to 
make the monthly financial reports clearer for those wanting to see 
more detail on certain line items, including the various dedicated 
funds. Members noted the increased need for transparency.              
A motion was made, seconded and approved that funds spent from 
dedicated funds must be approved by Council.  
 

The next Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 25, 2020 
at 12:00 noon. (This was subsequently changed Thursday, August 
20, 2020 at 2:00 p.m.) 
 

Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was closed with the Lord ’s 
Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Julie Kilkenny 

  

   …///… Council Minutes — July 28, 2020 
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SPRINGFEST ARTS AND CRAFTS MARKET 
 

Saturday, September 26  
9 a.m.— 4 p.m. 

 

 So far, 2020, has been a very different/difficult year for all of 
us.  We have all had our challenges and with the help of God, lots of    
prayers, and good friends we have gotten through them safely so far. I am 
looking forward to 2021! 
 

 That being said, we still have the rest of 2020 to complete. The 
Springfest Arts and Crafts Market was put on hold in March. We hope to 
put together an Arts and Crafts Market on September 26, in the parking 
lot of the church.  The vendors from March are on hold but they are antici-
pating a great outdoor event. 
 

 WELCA is ready to set up a Hospitality Room for the vendors and 
it looks like things are ready to proceed. We need the Governor, the 
Mayor, and the county judge to turn us loose to have fun again. 
  

 Looking forward to seeing everyone soon. 
  

 

 Blessings to all,  
 

 Barbara Neumann 
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DATE 
 
 

1st READING 
 
 

PSALM 
 
 

2nd READING 
 
 

GOSPEL 

 
09/06/2020 

 

Ezequiel 
33:7-11 

 
 

13:8-14 

 

Romans 
13:8-14 

 

Matthew 
18:15-20 

 
09/13/2020 

 

Genesis 
50:15-21 

 
103:[1-7] 

8-13 

 

Romans 
14:1-12 

 

Matthew 
18:21-35 

 
09/20/2020 

 

Jonah  
3:10—4:11 

 
145:1-8 

 

Philippians 
1:21-30 

 

Matthew 
20:1-16 

 
09/27/2020 

 

Ezekiel 
18:1-4, 25-32 

 
25:1-9 

 

Philippians 
2:1-13 

 

Matthew 
21:23-32 

 

READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 
  

SEPTEMBER 2020 

RUMMAGE SALE NEWS 
 

Due to the Covid-19 virus, it has been decided that we will NOT 
be having the Rummage Sale this year. 
 

If possible, please continue to save your articles for donation for 
next year.  Thank you. 
 

Nancy Beamesderfer 
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If your name is not listed or if this is incorrect information  

please contact the Church Office so that the list can be corrected.  

 

Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

 

01 Leslie Appling  

06 Jim Berggren 

08 Glendeen Roemer 

09 Claire Appling 

10 Mike Appling 

12  Will Byerly 

 David Garwick 

13       Laverne Pivonka 

           Fred Gardner IV 

14 Harriet Short 

18 Pat Boessling 

 Jay Byerly 

 Ricki Finstad 

 Pastor Ed Peterman 

 Glenda Schaper 

20 Sarah Allcorn 

23 Mitchell Walton 

24 Charlotte Jensen 

25 Norma Hines 

 Angie Eckermann 

26  Susan Giesecke 

27       Ken Polzin 

            Bill Tempel 

28 Sandra Williams 

29 Michael Giesecke 

 Evan Neumann 
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R e m e m b e r  i n  P r a y e r  
 

The homebound, disabled, long-term 

ill and prolonged recovering.  

Ed Cooper 
Betty Firth 
Clarice Gross 

Elaine Snell 
Rosie Stork 
Doris Wahlberg 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

If you have any questions call  
Ricki Finstad at (832) 693-8686  

JULY 2020 
 

    Receipts       $   27,187.60        

    Expenses           52,495.51 

    Balance     < $   25,307.91  > 
                                                                                                                           ========== 

Operational receipts                                                         
  year to date received   ……..   $ 164,019.25        

Expenditures year to date ..…      217,175.44 

Balance                                  < $  53,156.19 >  
                                                                         ========= 

 

YTD Building Rental $ 0.00 

If you are not receiving HCLC 
Prayer Request emails and would 
like to, please contact: 
 

Renee Allcorn 
 

   allcornr@gmail.com  
  

or call (713) 254-8638   
 

Note that Prayer Request emails 
are sent out daily. If you are on 
the email list and did not receive 
any email, please contact Renee. 

CHURCH OFFICE  

HOURS 
 
 

Monday—Thursday 
9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

Friday 8:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m. 

You  may sign up for  
Altar Flowers in the Narthex.  
Suggested donation is $50.00  

and $12.00 for a rose. 

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 

JULY 2020 
 

                     Saturday Informal service     : 10 

Sunday Traditional worship  : 18 

Ken Beamesderfer 

Rhonda Beamesderfer 

Harold Braun 

David Dukleth 

Fred Gardner 

Nanette Luker 

Larry Polzin  

Tamara Price  

   Casares 

Laura Ruthstrom 

Callie Schaper  

   Hoffman 

Billy Sosa 

Julie Yanta 

Victims of CoVid-19 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100  Church Office  

101  Sussy Terry  

103  Rev. Jim Berggren  Senior Pastor 

104  Fredda Yurk  Bookkeeper 

105  Karen Davidson  Deacon 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) 

“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  
gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Deacon Karen Davidson                 
                Email : aimked@gmail.com 
 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

† Fredda Yurk  — Bookkeeper  
 Email : fyurk@holycross.us 
 

 
 
 

 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 
 

  Wendy Lambeth                           President 

  Sharon Wagner                       Vice-President    

     Julie Kilkenny               Secretary   

     Ricki Finstad               Treasurer 

 

SATURDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Informal Service 6:00 p. m.—AT 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

Traditional Service 9:30 a.m.—WC 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

email:  holycrosselc4@gmail.com 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253  
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 

Office Manager & 
Events Coordinator 


